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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, XM, VE 
SUBJECT: CREATION OF SELA 

REF: STATE 250534 

I MADE THE POINTS IN PARAGRAPH 5 OF THE REFTEL DURING MY TALK 
WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER ON OCTOBER 23. HE EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION 
THAT WE WERE TAKING A CONSTRUCTIVE LINEX, EMPHASIZIING THE POSITIVE 
ASPECTS OF SELA AND AVOIDING ANY APPEARANCE OF AN EFFORT TO 
"DIVIDE AND CONQUER." ESCOVAR SAID HE FULLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED 
WITH THE SECRETARY'S POINT THAT THE U.S. CANNOT BE OUT IN FRONT 
ON THESE MATTERS. THE MINISTER ADDED THAT HE WOULD REPORT OUR 
POSITION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
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